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A new survey, carried out by the National University's Economics Department, found that a
minimum of 30% and possibly up to 54% of Paraguay's total 4.5 million population lives below
the poverty line. Moreover, at least 12.6% of the total population is considered "extremely poor,"
since income earned by those individuals is not enough to satisfy even their basic nutritional
requirements. The study which surveyed 5,059 families in rural and urban areas found that poverty
is much more widespread in the countryside, with two-thirds of all the nation's poor concentrated
in the rural zones. "The situation is extremely serious in rural areas, where at least half of the
population lives below the poverty line, and at least one fourth lives in total indigence," read the
report. The study says the principal problem is un- and under- employment, and suggests that the
government launch aggressive programs to raise employment and income. According to official
statistics, open unemployment affects about 250,000 (14%) of the country's 1.8 billion economically
active population. Of those with jobs, only 400,000 work for companies that provide workers'
benefits in addition to daily wages. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 07/21/93)
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